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History of Israel’s Kings 

 
1050 BC (3050 years ago) 
Saul becomes Israel's first king 
After about 350 years of being ruled by judges, the people of Israel demand 
to have a king, like the neighboring countries. By demanding a king, the 
people are turning away from their faith in God as their king. Saul become 
king and reigns about 40 years. 
 
1010 BC (3010 years ago) 
David becomes King of Israel 
David becomes king of Israel in about 1010 BC and reigns for 40 years. 
David, unlike Saul, follows the commands of God. He makes mistakes, but 
repents for them. He seeks to please God. He expands the size of Israel 
and rules over surrounding territory. 
 
970 BC (2970 years ago) 
Solomon becomes king, builds Temple 
Solomon, son of David, becomes king in about 970 BC. He too reigns for 
about 40 years. Solomon builds the Temple in honor of God. The work is 
completed in about 960 BC. But, Solomon eventually turns away from God 
and worships false gods. 
 
926 BC (2926 years ago) 
Israel becomes a divided kingdom 
Shortly after the reign of Solomon, Israel becomes a divided kingdom. The 
southern kingdom, called Judah, included the city of Jerusalem and the 
Temple. The northern kingdom continued to be called Israel. The two often 
war with each other. 
 
721 BC (2721 years ago) 
Assyrians conquer northern kingdom of Israel 
The Assyrian Empire conquers the northern kingdom of Israel in about 721 
BC. The Assyrians torture and decapitate many. They force many Jews 
(10 of the 12 Tribes of Israel) out of Israel and bring in foreigners. History 
loses track of these 10 tribes. 
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612 BC (2612 years ago) 
Babylon conquers Nineveh (Assyrian Empire) 
The Assyrian Empire's capital city - Nineveh - is attacked by coalition of 
Babylonians, Scynthians and Medes. As explained by the prophet Nahum 
in the Bible, Nineveh was to be destroyed because of the Assyrian 
Empire's treatment of Jews and other people. 
 
605 BC (2605 years ago) 
Babylon exerts influence over Judah 
The neo-Babylonian Empire, under the reign of king Nebuchadnezzar, 
seeks to expand its size and begins forcing Judah into submission. 
Nebuchadnezzar takes many Jews as captives to Babylon to ensure 
Judah's obedience. 
 
597 BC (2597 years ago) 
Babylon attacks Judah 
Babylonian army attacks Judah and takes more Jews as captives to 
Babylon. Ezekiel, one of the captives, becomes a prophet of God. Ezekiel 
explains that God is allowing Babylon to punish Judah because the people 
have been unfaithful to God. 
 
586 BC (2586 years ago) 
Babylon destroys Jerusalem and Temple 
Babylon attacks Judah again. This time, the Babylonians destroy 
Jerusalem and the Temple that Solomon had built. More Jews are taken as 
captives to Babylon. 
 
586 BC to 573 BC (2586 years ago) 
Babylon king Nebuchadnezzar attacks Tyre mainland 
Babylon begins a 13-year siege of the mainland of the Phoenician city of 
Tyre. 
 
539 BC (2539 years ago) 
Cyrus the Great conquers Babylon 
After the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Neo-Babylonian Empire begins to lose 
power. It was conquered in about 539 BC by Cyrus the Great. Cyrus was 
king of the Medo-Persian Empire. 
 


