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The fact that God had granted salvation to Gentiles equally with Jews 
simply by faith in Christ would have been of special interest to Luke's 
early readers. This new phenomenon had taken place before on the Gaza 
Road, in Caesarea, and in Syrian Antioch. However now large numbers of 
Gentile converts were entering the church through the "door of faith" 
without first becoming Jewish proselytes.643 This situation constituted the 
background of the Jerusalem Council that Luke recorded in the next 
chapter. 

 
It was probably during the time Paul was in Syrian Antioch, after returning from the first 
missionary journey and before attending the conference in Jerusalem (ch. 15), that he 
wrote the Epistle to the Galatians. He did so to instruct the believers in the churches he 
and Barnabas had planted. This would have been in the late A.D. 40s, probably A.D. 49. 
Galatians appears to have been the first of Paul's inspired epistles. 
 

PAUL'S EPISTLES 

Period Epistle Origin Date 

After the 1st missionary journey Galatians Antioch of Syria A.D. 49 

During the 2nd missionary journey 1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians 

Corinth 
Corinth 

A.D. 51 
A.D. 51 

During the 3rd missionary journey 1 Corinthians 
2 Corinthians 
Romans 

Ephesus 
Macedonia 
Corinth 

A.D. 56 
A.D. 56 
A.D. 57 

During the 1st Roman imprisonment Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 
Philemon 

Rome 
Rome 
Rome 
Rome 

A.D. 60-62
A.D. 60-62
A.D. 60-62
A.D. 60-62 

Between the 1st and 2nd Roman 
imprisonments 

1 Timothy 
Titus 

Macedonia? 
Macedonia? 

A.D. 62-66
A.D. 62-66 

During the 2nd Roman imprisonment 2 Timothy Rome A.D. 67 
 

There are many ways in which Paul's ministry and Peter's corresponded. Here are a few 
of the correlations that Luke recorded apparently to accredit Paul's ministry that was 
mainly to the Gentiles and highly controversial among the Jews. Peter's ministry was 
primarily to the Jews. 
 

"1. Both Peter and Paul engaged in three significant tours journeys [sic] 
recorded in the Book of Acts. Peter: 8:14ff; 9:32—11:2; 15:1-14 (see Gal. 
2:11); Paul: 13:2—14:28; 15:36—18:22; 18:23—21:17. 

 
                                                 
643Paul used the figure of a door also in 1 Cor. 16:9, 2 Cor. 2:12; and Col. 4:3. 


