THE COMING OF CHRIST

Revelation 19

In Chapter 19 we read of Christ's climactic return to earth, accompanied by his Bride, the Church saints.
Christ defeats the Antichrist and his forces, slaying all who have the mark of the beast and casting the
Antichrist and the False Prophet into the lake of fire. Chapter 19 is a summary of Christ’s return from a
heavenly viewpoint, but for the details on how things unfold on earth, and Satan'’s battle strategies before his
ultimate demise, we look back to the Old Testament prophets.

STAGE Il - THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM

The Antichrist and his forces, sitting in northern Israel, have heard of the destruction of their capital Babylon.
Furious, and with only one play left, he presses southward to annihilate the Jews in Jerusalem and instructs
any surviving forces in Babylon to head to Petra (Bozrah) and do likewise to the Jews there.

Daniel 11:45 tells us that the Antichrist’s army eventually reach a point between the Great Sea and the Holy
Mountain, and from there they advance east to Jerusalem, surrounding the city and sieging it. Because the
Tribulation has reduced society to a rudimentary level of technology, warfare returns to a medieval style.
Zechariah and other Old Testament prophets tell us the Antichrist uses siege ramps, horses and swords. For a
similar reason, the Jews in Jerusalem are protected, to some extent, by the walls of the city.

Jesus had already set the terms for His Second Coming for His people. As we read in Luke 13, they must call
out for Him as their Messiah.

‘ ‘ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her!
How often | wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you would not have it! Behold, your house is left to you
desolate; and | say to you, you will not see Me until the time comes when you say,
‘BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORDY’

Luke 13:34-35 , ,

God permits this attack on Jerusalem, as it's ultimtaely designed to bring the Jews to repentence.
Zechariah describes the assault as follows:

‘ ‘ For | will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be
captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but
the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.
Zech 14:2 ,,

Hosea 6 tells us that the battle would go on for two days, and then on the third day the nation of Israel
would be brought to faith by the Spirit, and as they respond by calling out on Jesus, He comes to them.
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Isaiah sees Jesus heading towards
Jerusalem coming from Bozrah within
Edom. His clothes are red from the
blood of the battle He just fought at
Bozrah. So Jesus leads the remnant
from Bozrah to Jerusalem and as He
approaches the city, it is being
attacked by all of the Antichrist's
remaining forces.



