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TEACHING THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD



• The Structure of Revelation
• Outline of the book

• The Church Age

• The Seven Letters 

• The Great Apostasy

Part I



The Structure of Revelation



Revelation 1:19
Therefore write the things 
which you have seen, and 
the things which are, and 
the things which will take 
place after these things.

The Outline of Revelation



Revelation 1:19

1.  The things John saw

2.  The things that are
3.  The things that take place after these 
things

The Outline of Revelation



Saw Are
Things 
After  

These 
Things

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

The Outline of Revelation



Things John saw

Didn’t John 
“see” everything 
in Revelation?

The Outline of Revelation



John sees Christ

Revelation Chapter 1

Then I turned to see the 
voice that was speaking 
with me. And having turned 
I saw seven golden 
lampstands...

Revelation 1:12



Revelation 1:19

1.  The things John saw

2.  The things that are
3.  The things that take place after these 
things

Chapter 1

The Outline of Revelation

Chapter 2…?



Chapter 4:1

“After these things 
I looked...”

Things 
After These Things

Things  
That Are



Chapters 2-3 Chapters 4-22

“After these things 
I looked...”

The letters to the 
seven churches…
the things that are.

The Outline of Revelation



Revelation 1:19

1.  Things John saw

2.  Things that are
3.  Things after these 
things

Chapter 1

Chapters 2-3

Chapters 4-22

The Structure of Revelation



The Things That Are:

The Church Age



THE 
SEVEN 
CHURCHES



THE 
SEVEN 
CHURCHES

“Seven”  = 

Why only seven?

100%
To the whole Church



Interpreting the Letters

Literal

Universal

Prophetic

Specific, historical
General, timeless
Symbolic, future



1

2

3
4

5
6

7

THE 
SEVEN 
CHURCHES



1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Church Age
The Things That Are



1 2 3 4 5 6 7

A
po

st
ol

ic
 C

h
u

rc
h

  (
33

–1
00

 A
D

)

Ep
h

es
u

s

P
er

se
cu

te
d 

C
h

u
rc

h
  (

10
0–

31
3 

A
D

)

Sy
m

rn
a

R
om

an
 E

m
pi

re
 C

h
u

rc
h

  (
31

3-
60

0 
A

D
)

P
er

ga
m

u
m

R
om

an
 C

at
h

ol
ic

 C
h

u
rc

h
  (

60
0-

15
17

 A
D

)

Th
ya

ti
ra

R
ef

or
m

at
io

n
 C

h
u

rc
h

 (
15

87
-1

64
8 

A
D

Sa
rd

is

M
is

si
on

ar
y 

C
h

u
rc

h
 (

16
48

-1
90

0 
A

D
)

P
h

ila
de

lp
h

ia

A
po

st
at

e 
C

h
u

rc
h

 (
19

00
-P

re
se

n
t)

La
od

ec
ia

Church Age
The Things That Are



Welcome to Laodecia



Rev. 3:14  “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:  The Amen, the faithful and 
true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:

Rev. 3:15  ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you 
were cold or hot.
Rev. 3:16 ‘So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out 
of My mouth.
Rev. 3:17 ‘Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of 
nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and 
blind and naked,
Rev. 3:18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become 
rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of 
your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you 
may see.
Rev. 3:19 ‘Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and 
repent.
Rev. 3:20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.
Rev. 3:21 ‘He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, 
as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

Rev. 3:22 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”





Rev. 3:15  ‘I know your deeds, that 
you are neither cold nor hot; I wish 
that you were cold or hot.

Rev. 3:16 ‘So because you are 
lukewarm, and neither hot nor 
cold, I will spit you out of My 
mouth.





Hot Cold

A Dichotomy 
Two mutually exclusive options



A Dichotomy 
Two mutually exclusive options

How can someone be “lukewarm” 
on a dichotomous scale?

Hot Cold
“Lukewarm”



Rev. 3:17 ‘Because you say, “I am 
rich, and have become wealthy, 
and have need of nothing,” and 
you do not know that you are 
wretched and miserable and poor 
and blind and naked

A Dichotomy 



Rev. 3:17 ‘Because you say, “I am 
rich, and have become wealthy, 
and have need of nothing,” and 
you do not know that you are 
wretched and miserable and poor 
and blind and naked

A Dichotomy 



Hot Cold
A Dichotomy 

Rich
Wealthy
Need of Nothing

Wretched
Miserable

Poor
Blind
Naked

Don’t 
know 
Christ

Say they 
know 
Christ



Rev. 3:14  “To the angel of the church 
in Laodicea write:  The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the 
Beginning of the creation of God, says 
this:

The Laodicean 
Conceit



Rev. 3:18 I advise you to buy from Me 
gold refined by fire so that you may 
become rich, and white garments so 
that you may clothe yourself, and that 
the shame of your nakedness will not 
be revealed; and eye salve to anoint 
your eyes so that you may see.

The Solution



Welcome to 
Laodicea

The

Lukewarm


Apostate
Unbelieving

“Church”



Visible vs. Invisible
Visible 
Church

Invisible 
Church



2Th. 2:1  Now we request you,  brethren, with regard to 
the   coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our  gathering 
together to Him, 

2Th. 2:2  that you not be quickly shaken from your 
composure or be disturbed either by a  spirit or a 
message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that  the 
day of the Lord  has come. 

2Th. 2:3  Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not 
come unless the apostasy comes first, and the  man of 
lawlessness is revealed, the  son of destruction,

The Great Apostasy



The Great Apostasy

1Tim. 4:1  But  the Spirit explicitly says that in later 
times some will fall away from the faith, paying 
attention to  deceitful spirits and  doctrines of demons, 

1Tim. 4:2  by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in 
their own conscience as with a branding iron, 

1Tim. 4:3  men who forbid marriage and advocate 
abstaining from foods which God has created to be 
gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the 
truth. 



The Great Apostasy

1Tim. 4:1  But  the Spirit explicitly says that in later 
times some will fall away from the faith, paying 
attention to  deceitful spirits and  doctrines of demons, 

1Tim. 4:2  by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in 
their own conscience as with a branding iron, 

1Tim. 4:3  men who forbid marriage and advocate 
abstaining from foods which God has created to be 
gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the 
truth. 



2Tim. 3:1  But realize this, that in the last days difficult times 
will come. 

2Tim. 3:2 For men will be  lovers of self, lovers of money,  
boastful,  arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents,  
ungrateful, unholy, 

2Tim. 3:3  unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without 
self-control, brutal, haters of good, 

2Tim. 3:4  treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, 

2Tim. 3:5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have  
denied its power;  Avoid such men as these.

The Great Apostasy



2Pet. 3:3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will 
come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,
2Pet. 3:4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever 
since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the 
beginning of creation.”
2Pet. 3:5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by 
the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was 
formed out of water and by water,
2Pet. 3:6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being 
flooded with water. 
2Pet. 3:7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being 
reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of 
ungodly men.

The Great Apostasy



2Tim. 4:1   I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and 
of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and 
by His  appearing and His kingdom: 

2Tim. 4:2  preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season;  reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and 
instruction. 
2Tim. 4:3  For the time will come when they will not endure  
sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they 
will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to 
their own desires, 

2Tim. 4:4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will 
turn aside to myths.

The Great Apostasy
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